J

{:,.

l.-

",t..'^

The Springfield Lakes Nature
Care Inc recently received a grant

from Lend Lease to install 14
nesting boxes in the White Rock
Spring Mountain Conservation
Estate. Unfortunately, the area
around Springfield and Greenbank
was extensively logged up until
the 1950's and the area is now
considered as regrowth forest, with
very few old trees.

Hollows are an integral

component of the ecosystem. In
south-east Queensland, 134 species
of wildlife have been identified as
dependent on hollows for survival.

Nesting boxes are a suitable
artificial measure as they provide

shelter from the weather and predators, a secure place to eat and sleep, and safe sites for raising young.
Sadly, in Australia, there are no animals that are able to create tree hollows such as wood peckers. Sometimes
cockatoos may chew at decayed wood but most hollows are created by a fungus which eats away at the tree. The creation
of hollows is a slow process that can take up to 80 to 350+ years, depending on the species. This is why large hollows,
suitable for big animals such as possums, cockatoos or owls, are found in older, Iarger trees.
The group had detailed observation of birdlife that were using the area and noted that birdlife was competing for
suitable nesting hollows especially in light of the ever increasing land clearing that was occurring as our suburb grows.
The conservation area is adjacent to the Greenbank Military T?aining Reserve which is seen as a refuge for wildlife
threatened by land clearing, the koala and greater glider. The estate forms part of the Glider corridor that stretches
from Kardwatha and Larapinta, so it was essential that we included four boxes suitable for squirrel gliders.
Our group felt it was important to provide nesting boxes for other animals that had been sighted including a Boobook
owl, pardalotes, night jar owlets, parrots, tree creeper birds and small mammals such as micro bats and possum
Ipswich City Council has supported and approved this project. Late last year, members of the group, in conjunction
with Hollow Log Homes, installed the nesting boxes in suitable trees in the conservation estate bordered by Speckled
Circuit and Wanderer Crescent.
The Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland will monitor the boxes regularly to determine what wildlife has
inhabited the boxes. It is hoped that once the boxes have been occupied that residents might be able see some birdlife
such as small parrots, pale headed rosellas or night jar owls using the nesting boxes when they are walking through
the bushland with the aid of binoculars. It is hoped that any unoccupied boxes can be used to rehouse injured wildlife.
If anyone would like to join our group, membership is free and meetings are held at Cr Irelands Meeting Room, Suite 2,
Level2,Main Street, Orion Town Centre. You can contact us by sending an email to info@SpringfieldlakesnatureCare.org.au.

