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Luise Manning

Springfield Lakes is surrounded by remnant bushland so
it's not uncommon that in our suburb you might come across an
injured animal.
What should I do if I see a baby bird on the ground?
First, if the chick is injured or has been attacked, take it to the
RSPCA or our local vets could help. If the bird looks okay and is
unfeathered or mostly naked, it is a hatching or nestling. Pop it back
in its nest if you can find it. It is a myth that a mother bird will smell
you and reject its chick. Birds do not have a great sense of smell. If
you cannot see a nest or it is too high to reach, put some grass in a
shallow basket, wire it to a branch, and put the chick in it.
"The amazing thing is the mother often comes back," Professor
Bekessy of RMIT University Sydney said. "Sometimes the chick will
even climb up to its nest."
If the bird is well-feathered and can hop and walk, it is likely a
only
fledgling learning to fly. Leave it alone unless it is in danger
you
place
in
shrub
or
bush.
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Remember, do not handle any bat (flying-foxes or microbats) unless

you have appropriate training and a current vaccination against Australian Bat Lyssavirus.
fips on what to do with an injured wild animal:
. If possible, remove the animal from the source of the threat (e.g. take it off a road or out of a swimming pool)
. If the animal can be handled, safely confine it (e.g. wrap it in a towel and place in a closed cardboard box) so that
it's warm and quiet. Make sure that any container you use is adequately ventilated.
. Tly to minimise the amount of exposure the injured animal has to people and loud noises. The survival of a stressed
wild animal may depend on being kept warm and quiet, so don't continually open up the container to look at the
animal or show it to others.
e Do not attempt to feed or treat the animal unless you have specialist knowledge or training.
. Check for dead animals, as they may have surviving young with them (e.g. in a pouch) or near them.
When transporting an injured animal, restrain the container inside a vehicle and cover it so that the animal can't
escape. Drive carefully, speeding only puts other lives at risk.
Make sure the wildlife carer or vet receiving the animal is prepared to care for it as soon as you arrive' TeIl them
where you found the animal, so that it can be released in the same area when it is rehabilitated. This information also
helps to identify and manage 'black spots'where significant numbers of sick or injured wild animals are being found.
Dead wildlife may also be of interest to the department if the animal has a tag or a radio collar, as it may be part of a
research program and any information about it wiII be important or if the animal is unusual for that area or belongs

to a threatened species.
If you find an orphaned, sick or injured native animal, and you are unsure about handling it, just keep it safe until
skitled help arrives. Please contact your nearest veterinarian or RSPCA Qld at Wacol as soon as possible, so it may
receive the appropriate treatment. If you have been witness to animal cruelty, neglect or abandonment, or have seen
injured wildlife, please report it to RSPCA Queensland (3426 9910). The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 24
hour Emergency Hotline number is 1300 130 372.
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Sunclay 4th March
7.30am: lnduction Sign-in & collect equipment at chosen site
9.30am: Thank you BBQ Brunch at Spring Lake Parklands

Spring Lake Parklands:

Car Park, Burlington Terrace, Spring Lake or online at www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Springfield Lakes+McDonald

Regatta & Discovery Lakes;
Car Park, Cnr Lakeside & Springfield Lakes Boulevarde or on line at: www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/register/?Regatta++Discovery+[skss

,

Bags, gloves & sunscreen will be provided at registration tents. Registration essential for insurance & catering purposes.
What to bring: You can bring a canoe or kayak. Wear protective shoes, sun smart clothes, hat & BYO water bottle.

For more information: Luise Manning - President SLNC 0407 167 722 or Tiana Tipene 0422258 851

