
Chris Boston and Luise Manning plant a Richmond 
Birdwing Butterfly vine to honour Chris' late 

husband Ric Nattrass. 

Photo courtesy of the Wildlife 
Preservation Society. 

Springfield Lakes 
by Dr David Manning 

Threatened Species Day was held on September 7 and 
Springfield Lakes Nature Care honoured the work of two 
local environmentalists, the late Ric Nattrass and Lloyd Bird 
OAM by planting two Richmond Butterfly Vines in Opossum 
Creek Parkland. 

The Richmond Birdwing Butterfly (Ornithoptera richmondia) 
is the largest subtropical Australian butterfly. The butterfly 
was once abundant from Maryborough to Grafton, breeding in 
rainforest habitat wherever the food plants were plentiful. In 
1870 the butterfly was reported in newspapers as occurring in 
the thousands on the streets of Brisbane. Unfortunately, much 
of this land was eagerly sought after for agriculture and since 
1926 there has been a massive decline in butterfly numbers. 

The Birdwing butterfly is now listed as a vulnerable species 
and it has become extinct in two-thirds of its original range. 
The butterfly's preferred habitat is dry rainforest, which still 
exists in patches along the Brisbane River and up Woogaroo 
and Opossum Creeks and the butterflies have been sighted at 
Indooroopilly, just over 10km away as the butterfly flies, and 
in the D'Aguilar Range near Brookfield. 

Unfortunately the butterflies can only travel up to 35km, so 
the co-ordinated protection of habitats and planting of vines in 
corridors, is essential to halt a further decline in its distribution 
and prevent local extinctions. The vines are essential for the 
butterfly to lay it's eggs on as the caterpillars (or larvae) only 
feed naturally on two species of vines — the lowland Richmond 
birdwing vine (Pararistolochia praevenosa) and the mountain 
aristolochia (Pararistolochia laheyana). These two plants have 
both been cultivated in order to assist in recovery of the breeding 
habitats for the butterfly. It is essential to plant patches of 
vines in neighbouring suburbs to provide 'stepping stones' and 
thus attract them across the river. A similar looking vine, the 

exotic weed called Dutchman's Pipe, has had a devastating impact on the caterpillars. The leaves are toxic and causes 
the loss of all larvae once they begin to ingest it. Councils are actively removing the Dutchman's Pipe, which is now 
a declared weed. 

The adult male Birdwing has a wingspan of about 12-13cm and is basically black, 
with green stripes and spots on both sides of the wings, and patches of green on the 
hind wings. The adult female is up to 14-16 cm, and black with white patches on 
both wings and a yellow band on the lower edge of the hind wings. Both male and 
female have a distinct red patch on the body beneath the base of the wings and a 
green stripe on top of the thorax. 

You can help the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly Corridor Network by: adopting 
a butterfly https://wildlife.org.au/adoptions/;  reporting sightings of the Richmond 
Birdwing and its host vines to: birdwing@wildlife.org.au  or phone 3844 0129; remove 
Dutchman Pipe vines from properties or waterways and report sightings of the weed 
to your local council; planting more Richmond Birdwing Butterfly Vines. 

Recently, Ipswich City Council approved our application for a Community Donation to fund a free workshop to 
help bring back the Richmond Butterfly to our suburbs. Residents in the Greater Springfield area, and suburbs along 
Woogaroo Creek such as Bellbird Park, Camira and Goodna, have a unique opportunity to be part of this project. 
Participants will receive a free Richmond Birdwing Butterfly vine to plant in their backyards, and are trained how to 
care for them, such as providing a trellis or a rope up a fence, house or tree. The butterflies can sense the vine's presence 
from many kilometres away, so it is hoped that they will be attracted to our suburbs. The plantings will strengthen the 
gene pool of the butterfly and allow genetic mixing amongst the current population, by enabling them to travel from 
the D'Aguilar Range and the Brisbane River to other habitat along Teviot Brook and the Logan River. 

If you are interested in attending, the workshop will be held on Sunday 10 November 1.00pm to 2.45pm at Springfield 
Central Library To register for a ticket go to www.eventbrite.com.au/e/richmond-birdwing-butterfly-vine-workshop-
tickets-73777050143  Tickets are limited to one plant per residential address. 

If anyone would like to join our Group, membership is free and meetings are every first Monday of the month at 
6.30 pm at BLVD Restaurant, Springfield Lakes Boulevard, Springfield Lakes. You can follow us on wvvw.facebook. 
com/SpringfieldLakesNatureCare  or contact info@springfieldlakesnaturecare.org.au. 
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